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policy expired. As required by law, the insur-
ance company had to offer conversion to an
individual policy—but the law does not specify
at what price that policy has to be offered. The
company made an offer almost every family in
America would have to refuse—$25,600 per
year.

Why so much? The wife had been sick but
not seriously so.

She has been without health insurance for
over 3 years now. It will be 2 more years be-
fore she will be eligible for Medicare. The hus-
band is already on Medicare.

Kennedy-Kassebaum will not help in this
type of case. There is no guaranteed issue for
individual policies. For those who have been
out of the work force for a while, it offers no
protection.

The family’s plea is not to raise the age of
eligibility for Medicare: ‘‘Now her only hope is
to have reasonable access to Medicare by her
65th birthday in July 1998. If you take that
away, a major medical occurrence would ruin
this family.’’

Mr. Speaker, Kennedy-Kassebaum was a
small first step. Let’s step forward and fill in
the remaining gaps in health insurance. I’ve
introduced legislation, H.R. 3342, which would
make COBRA health continuation rights per-
manent after age 55. Anyone, for whatever
reason, would be able to buy COBRA group
rate insurance after age 55 and until they
reach age 65 and Medicare eligibility. This
type of legislation would provide some mean-
ingful help to families who cannot afford the
cost of individual policies.
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DEVILS TOWER NATIONAL
MONUMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA CUBIN
OF WYOMING

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 1996

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation to ensure that the name of
Devils Tower National Monument remain un-
changed.

For more than 100 years the name Devils
Tower has applied to the geologic formation in
my State and has since appeared as such on
maps in Wyoming and nationwide. The name
was given to the monument by a scientific
team, directed by Gen. George Custer and es-
corted by Col. Richard Dodge in 1875, and is
universally recognized as an important land-
mark that distinguishes the northeastern part
of Wyoming. The monument has brought a
vital tourist industry to that portion of the State
due to its unique character and structure.

According to a July 17, 1996, release by the
United States Board on Geographic Names,
the National Park Service has advised the
board that several Native American groups do
intend to submit a proposal, if one has not al-
ready been submitted, to change the name of
the monument. On September 4–6, 1996, the
Superintendent of Devils Tower, Deborah
Liggett, is scheduled to give a presentation at
the Western States Geographic Names Con-
ference in Salt Lake City, UT, giving the Na-
tive American perspective.

During a July 1, 1996, meeting with Ms.
Liggett she gave me her assurance that she
had no intention of proposing a name change

for the monument, and made it clear to me
that on one else was in the process of initiat-
ing a name change. The legislation that I am
introducing today on behalf of the State of Wy-
oming will ensure that the name of the geo-
logical formation, historically known as Devils
Tower, remain unchanged.

It is my belief and the belief of hundreds of
people from around the region that the name
change will only bring economic hardship to
the tourist industry in the area. I cannot and
will not stand idly by and allow that to happen.
I commend this bill to my colleagues and urge
them to join me in cosponsoring it.
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THE BEDFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

HON. WILLIAM H. ZELIFF, JR.
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 4, 1996

Mr. ZELIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a very important addition to the
community of Bedford, NH. After years of
planning, fundraising and hard work, the
dream of having a public library in the town of
Bedford has become a reality. On June 23,
1996, the Bedford Public Library opened its
doors to the people of the surrounding com-
munity.

The Bedford Public Library offers more than
just a place where an individual can go to
read, or a child can go to research his or her
school project. This facility also offers the Bed-
ford community a common place to gather. On
the lower level visitors will find a coffee shop,
an art gallery and two community meeting
rooms.

In addition to these amenities, the library
has one of the finest children’s learning cen-
ters in New England. The learning center is
furnished with a puppet theater, a craft-activity
area, a reading center that includes a section
for the reading and hearing impaired, and
Camelot, a reading castle. Also, included is
the computer and reference center. Each com-
puter is connected to the Internet and has
CD–ROM access for state of the art sound
and picture collections.

This library would not have been made pos-
sible if it was not for the vision of one special
person, Ms. Francis Wiggin. Ms. Wiggin estab-
lished a goal more than 35 years ago and with
help of the trustees, the Bedford Lions Club,
the Bedford Rotary Club, the Bedford Garden
Club, the town and the people of Bedford, she
is responsible for the creation of this beautiful
library.

I am extremely proud of this community-
wide effort and would like to congratulate all
who have devoted their time and effort to such
a great cause. I wish the people of Bedford
the best of luck with their new community fa-
cility.
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THANK YOU, BOB FERGUSON, FOR
YOUR LOYAL SERVICE

HON. JACK FIELDS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 4, 1996

Mr. FIELDS of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it was
with mixed emotions that I announced last De-

cember 11 my decision to retire from the
House at the conclusion of my current term.
As I explained at the time, the decision to re-
tire was made more difficult because of the
loyalty and dedication of my staff—and be-
cause of the genuine friendship I feel for them.
Each one of them has served the men and
women of Texas’ Eighth Congressional District
in an extraordinary way.

Today, I want to thank one member of my
staff—Bob Ferguson, my administrative assist-
ant—for everything he’s done for me and my
constituents in the 16 years that he has
worked in my office.

From the day I first took my oath of office,
Bob has managed and overseen the oper-
ations of my Washington office. I have relied
on his experience and counsel on personnel,
budgeting and administrative matters, as well
as advising me on various legislative issues
throughout my 16 years in this institution.
More recently, in my final term in the House,
Bob has served as my legislative director, per-
sonally handling social issues, welfare reform,
Government reform, energy issues, clean air
legislation, private property rights and endan-
gered species legislation. The fact is that Bob
has served on Capitol Hill longer than I have.

He came to my office from the Senate Re-
publican Policy Committee, then chaired by
Senator John Tower of Texas, where he
served as a staff economist. In that position,
Bob conducted research and formulated posi-
tion papers on economic policy. In 1980, he
assisted in the development of the economic
policy plank of the Republican platform as a
staffer to the Republican Convention Platform
Committee, also chaired by Senator Tower.

Following the Presidential election, Bob
served as a member of the Reagan adminis-
tration transition team for the Department of
the Treasury—helping to develop economic
policy papers, and helping to fill key positions
in the Treasury Department.

From 1977 to 1978, Bob had served on the
staff of the House Republican Study Commit-
tee, working closely with our former colleague,
Jack Kemp, on a variety of supply-side eco-
nomic initiatives.

In addition to his work on my staff, Bob is
an extremely active member of his church, the
Church of Latter Day Saints. He is devoted to
his lovely wife, Carol, and to his children
Robby, Alecia, and Michael.

Bob is well-known as an avid fan of
Brigham Young University football, and is also
known as an enthusiastic gardener. More re-
cently, he has begun a new hobby, beekeep-
ing.

I have depended on his advise and counsel
throughout my years in Congress, and appre-
ciate this opportunity to express my gratitude
for everything he has done for me over the
years.

Bob Ferguson is one of those hard working
men and women who make all of us in this in-
stitution look better than we deserve. I know
he has done that for me, and I appreciate this
opportunity to publicly thank him for the dedi-
cation, loyalty and professionalism he has ex-
hibited throughout the years it has been my
privilege to know and work with him.

Bob has yet to make a definite decision
about what he wants to do when I retire from
office. But I am confident that the skills and
the personal qualities he has demonstrated in
my office will lead to continued success in the
future.
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Mr. Speaker, I know you join with me in

saying thank you to Bob Ferguson for his
years of loyal service to me, to the men and
women of Texas’ Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict, and to this great institution.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE FEDERATION
LIFE INSURANCE OF AMERICA IN
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 4, 1996

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Federation Life Insurance of
America in the State of Wisconsin, in recogni-
tion of its 25th National Quadrennial Conven-
tion, held on September 1, 1996.

From its incorporation in Wisconsin in 1913
to the present, the Federation Life Insurance
of America has remained an active and suc-
cessful fraternal organization. Second and
third generations of Americans of Polish de-
scent, as well as members from diverse ethnic
and cultural backgrounds, continue to enjoy
the benefits of Federation Life’s sound fiscal
management and strong commitment to serv-
ice. As a fraternal organization, Federation
Life sponsors a variety of social and cultural
activities, contributing to a strong sense of
community and good qualify of life.

Congratulations to Federation Life Insurance
of America on its 25th national convention. I
commend Federal Life’s service to its mem-
bers and their communities and extend my
best wishes for a bright and successful future.
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TRIBUTE TO THE TOWN OF
NINETY SIX, SC

HON. LINDSEY O. GRAHAM
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 4, 1996

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to and con-
gratulate the town of Ninety Six, SC, which is
having is 1996 centennial celebration on Fri-
day, September 6, 1996.

The town of Ninety Six, located in Green-
wood County has a distinctive history dating
from the mid-1700’s. During colonial times, the
trading settlement began to grow around the
96th milepost on a trail from the Lower Chero-
kee capital, Keowee, thus giving this town its
name.

Noted for its historical significance, Ninety
Six played an important role in the Revolution-
ary War. It was the site of the first revolution-
ary battle in the South on November 19–21,
1775. The British overtook this settlement and
fortified it as an important strategic fort. This
settlement existed until after a second battle
for the area that was ultimately won by the
British. Shortly after the attempted siege of the
fort, the British abandoned the area. The town
grew and was renamed Cambridge after the
College of Cambridge which was built after the
Revolutionary War. During the 1800’s, the vil-
lage became a ghost town. In 1852, the town
assumed its original name, when the second
railroad in South Carolina was built through
the area.

Ninety Six is also historic in the States
rights debate. In 1856, 10,000 citizens came
out to honor Congressman Preston S. Brooks
with a dinner in vindication of his assault on
Charles Sumner of Massachusetts on the
Senate floor for a speech insulting to South
Carolina and Senator Butler of South Carolina.

Today, Ninety Six is comprised of a popu-
lation of 2,200 with industry ranging from retail
firms to manufacturing plants and textiles. Lo-
cated near Lake Greenwood and Ninety Six
National Park Historic Site, Ninety Six pro-
vides many opportunities to enjoy this area’s
natural beauty.

It is my pleasure to honor this historic town
and its people on this day.
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IN HONOR OF REPRESENTATIVE
JIM BUNNING

HON. FRANK WOLF
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 4, 1996

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to
rise in support of our colleague, Representa-
tive JIM BUNNING, who was recently inducted
into the Baseball Hall of Fame in Coopers-
town, NY.

JIM has earned the respect and admiration
of many across the country through his hard
work and dedication to excellence. These
trials have not only helped JIM during his ten-
ure in the House, but throughout his long and
distinguished major league baseball career. In
the House, JIM has been a leader in preserv-
ing Social Security, and his fair-minded style
as chairman of the Social Security Sub-
committee of the House Ways and Means
Committee has earned him deserved praise
from both sides of the aisle. His determination
and diligence is admired by all.

Of course, his legacy to the sport of base-
ball is well know. As a pitcher with the Phila-
delphia Phillies, he was a fan favorite. The
Phillies recently celebrated his accomplish-
ments with a JIM BUNNING Day at Veterans
Stadium in Philadelphia. JIM won 224 games
throughout his big league career and tossed
two nohitters as well. He has never backed
down from a challenge, whether from an op-
posing hitter or an opponent in Congress, and
I know we are all proud of JIM upon his induc-
tion to the hall of fame.

I wanted to submit for the RECORD a copy
of an outstanding editorial which recently ap-
peared in the Winchester (Virginia) Star in my
congressional district. This editorial, written by
Adrian O’Connor, does a wonderful job of
summing up how much JIM BUNNING has
meant to the game of baseball and, more im-
portantly, to our great Nation.

A PITCHER SPEAKS, BUNNING EXPOUNDS ON
BASEBALL, AND LIFE

COOPERSTOWN, NY.—He is, frankly, of an-
other time, when Jesuits were Jesuits and
still Soldiers of Jesus, and major league ball
players were grown men still enthralled with
a little boy’s game. But, much like another
Republican of some renown, Patrick J. Bu-
chanan, Jim Bunning refuses to merely wax
nostalgic about the past, his Age of Inno-
cence; he years to re-create it on a modern
stage.

Which, in our mind, especially with regard
to baseball, would not be all that bad a
thing.

In a riveting, albeit lengthy, speech upon
his induction here Sunday to baseball’s Hall
of Fame, Mr. Bunning, the flinty hurler
turned politician, leveled his rhetorical
sights on all hands involved in what he
deems the shameful sullying of our National
Pastime. To quote John Adams from the hit
musical ‘‘1776,’’ he ‘‘has such a desire to
knock heads together.’’ And for good reason.
In his view, both owners and players are
doing their darndest to destroy a timeless
game.

Thus, to the owners, Mr. Bunning said,
‘‘Get your house in order. Figure out how
you want to share your revenue without
going to the players and asking them to foot
the bill.’’

To the players, he added, ‘‘Look beyond
your contractual obligations. Conduct your-
selves as gentlemen. No one player is bigger
than the game. Treat the fans with dignity
and respect.’’

And, finally, to both the owners and play-
ers, he stated, ‘‘Get a commissioner, a real
commissioner with restored powers of the
commissioner’s office prior to 1950 . . . For
over four years, baseball has been rudderless.
For God’s sake, and for the game’s sake, find
a rudder.’’

Fans and media alike here last weekend
could be forgiven for assuming that Mr.
Bunning would not object if he were sud-
denly cast in the role of ‘‘rudder.’’ After all,
he has witnessed the game from a variety of
perspectives—as hard-nosed Hall of Fame
Pitcher, as player representative for a dozen
years, and, after his retirement, as a player
agent. However, he maintains he has no de-
sire to play powerless wet nurse to the own-
ers, to ‘‘28 bosses with such egos.’’ However,
if the hue and cry became such, as it did in
1920 when Kenesaw Mountain Landis was ex-
tended the task of cleaning up the game,
that the office of commissioner was reconsti-
tuted (with teeth), then who knows? Perhaps
Jim Bunning might be interested.

Until then, he can serve as an advocate for
the game—and, by example, for a way of life
lost in the modern shuffle. Educated by Jesu-
its in the pre-Vatican II days, Mr. Bunning,
the father of nine, is unabashedly Catholic
and conservative, and unabashedly blunt
about his beliefs. He is, he says, a product of
his father’s public-spiritedness—‘‘ ‘Get in-
volved,’ he always told me’’—the uncompro-
mising moral approach of the Jesuits, and
his wife Mary’s prayers and dedication to the
homeplace.

But yet, the Kentucky congressman is also
a product of that little boy’s game he played
so superbly. ‘‘My life in baseball prepared me
well,’’ he told the Induction Day crowd. ‘‘I
learned that if you set goals high enough,
keep trying to achieve them, and work hard,
you can do anything you want to do . . . You
can overcome your shortcomings with hard
work and perseverance.’’

Advice tendered in Cooperstown, yet well
worth hearing in most every city and town
the nation over.

f

SUPPORT THE ANTITERRORISM
PROVISIONS

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN LINDER
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 2, 1996
Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support

of this rule that will permit us to bring a num-
ber of modest antiterrorism provisions to the
House floor under suspension of the rules.
These proposals will provide a short-term re-
sponse to concerns raised from the bombings


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T15:21:18-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




